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Everdings provide a bird-
friendly backyard in Denver
By Jo Danielsen
Photos by Gary Everding Sr..

A lowly sparrow! But, as the song 
reminds us, “All God's creatures have a 
place in the choir, some sing low, some 
sing higher, some sing out loud on a 
telephone wire.”

The backyard of the Gary Sr. and 
Carol Everding home has a place for all. 
Their home at 112 S. Holmes is an oasis 
for this Denver bird-friendly backyard. 
Daily watching the sparrows gives a new 
appreciation for these faithful feathered 
friends.

The needs of birds are best met with 
shelter, food, and water. In the Everding 
backyard, there are three water 
features. One is a birdbath, another 
has running water for a wonderful 
effect along with providing water for 
birds. The last is a saucer of water that 
insects and even a vole enjoy, much to 
Carol's consternation. The peanuts are 
for the blue jays, suet for whomever, 
and plants, are geared to different types 
of birds. Hummingbirds, hummers 
for short, are attracted to columbine, 
lantana, and bee balm. Spring migrator 

cedar wax wings enjoy the service 
berry bushes.

Gary's long love and interest in 
birds developed into another hobby, 
photography. He has strategically located 
small dead branches so he can get some 
good shots without the foliage interfering. 
Sweet Marsh near Tripoli is another one 
of his favorite spots to capture an array of 
bird species. Baltimore orioles, warblers, 
and swans use this area for migration. 
George Wyth State Park, natural prairies, 
and the Aldo Leopold nature area near 
Wapsie Valley High School are also sure 
to give him the shot he wants.

Gary mentioned the severe storms 
that the entire world is having affects the 
migration, shelter, and food of our fine 
feathered friends. It is important that we 
are aware of this and give them a helping 
hand.

The Denver Bird Friendly Committee 
is looking for nominations for this 
hometown honor. If you or someone you 
know has a yard that meets the criteria 
of shelter, food, and water for birds, 
give Jo Danielsen a call or email her at 
jdanielsen67@gmail.com.


